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SUBJECT: UNICEE BOARD SENDS MESSAGE TO GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT 

REE: E/ICEF/CRP/78-23 AND CORR 1 DATED 26 MAY 1978 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, AT ITS AFTERNOON SESSION ON 
MAY 26 INSTRUCTED THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ON BEHALF 
OF THE BOARD, TO SEND THE EOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THE 
SUBJECT MEETING: 

"AT THE END OF ITS ANNUAL SESSION, THE EXECUTIVE 
BOARD OF UNICEF RESPECTFULLY ADDRESSES THE FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE TO THE TENTH SPECIAL SESSION OE THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT NOW BEING HELD 
AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS. 

"1. MEETING UNDER THE SAME ROOF AS THE TENTH SPECIAL 
SESSION OE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT 
AND DISCUSSING NEW PLANS FOR PROMOTING THE WELL- 
BEING OF CHILDREN IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF UNICEF WISHES THE DISARMAMENT 
CONFERENCE SUCCESS IN ITS DIEFICULT TASK OF DEVISING 
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CONCRETE WAYS TO REDUCE ARMAMENTS IN THE WORLD AND 
TO PROMOTE PEACEFUL RELATIONS BETWEEN NATIONS. THE 
BOARD FEELS THAT AT DIFFERENT LEVELS, BOTH THE SPECIAL 
SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE UNICEF EXECUTIVE 
BOARD ARE WORKING IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF FUTURE 
GENERATIONS. 
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"2. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS REGULAR SESSION 
IN DECEMBER 1976, PROCLAIMED 1979 AS THE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF THE CHILD. THE RESOLUTION URGES ALL GOVERN- 
MENTS TO EXPAND THEIR EFFORTS TO PROVIDE LASTING 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE WELL-BEING OF THEIR CHILDREN. 

MANY GOVERNMENTS ARE MAKING PLANS IN THIS DIRECTION. 

"3. THE UNMET NEEDS OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN ARE 
IMMENSE. JUST IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITH 
WHICH UNICEF CO-OPERATES, ON THE AVERAGE: 

- THE INFANT MORTALITY RATE IS EIGHT TIMES 
THAT OE THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES; 

- MALNUTRITION AFEECTS ONE QUARTER OE ALL 
CHILDREN; 

- LESS THAN ONE HALF THE CHILDREN OF PRIMARY 
SCHOOL AGE ATTEND SCHOOL. 

- LESS THAN 20 PERCENT OF RURAL CHILDREN HAVE 
ACCESS TO ADEQUATE HEALTH FACILITIES. 

"4. THE UNICEF EXECUTIVE BOARD EXPRESSES THE HOPE 
THAT, DURING THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE TENTH SPECIAL 
SESSION, THE PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE EVER IN MIND 
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THE OBJECTIVE OF ALL GOVERNMENTS TO PROVIDE SAEER, 

MORE CONSTRUCTIVE LIVES FOR THE CHILDREN WHO WILL 
BE THE WORLD CITIZENS OF TOMORROW. ONE MEANS TO 
THIS END IS A REDUCTION OE THE DANGEROUS AND 
CRUSHING BURDEN OF ARMAMENTS; ANOTHER IS THE PRO- 
VISION OF ADEQUATE SERVICES TO MEET THE ESSENTIAL 
NEEDS OF THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS. 

"5. THE BOARD THEREFORE APPEALS TO THE SPECIAL 
SESSION TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS IT APPROPRIATELY 
CAN TO ASSURE THAT THERE MAY BE A REDUCTION OF 
EXPENDITURES ON ARMAMENTS SO THAT A PORTION OP THE 
SAVINGS CAN BE CHANNELLED THROUGH NATIONAL OR MULTI- 
NATIONAL PROGRAMMES TOWARD MEETING THE MINIMUM RE- 
QUIREMENTS OF CHILDREN EVERYWHERE - ADEQUATE NUTRITION, 
SAPE WATER, PRIMARY HEALTH CARE AND SUITABLE EDUCATION. 
THESE ARE ENTITLEMENTS UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL DECLARA- 
TION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD AND ARE BASED EQUALLY 
ON THE PRINCIPLES OF HUMANITARIANISM AND THE PRAGMATIC 
NECESSITIES FOR SUSTAINED DEVELOPMENT." YOUNG 
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